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Linn County Anesthesiologists and Mercy
Medical Center’s Pharmacy have collaborated

to bring the Corridor’s only automated anesthesia

to Mercy’s surgery suites.

The new technology adds
security and ensures
anesthesiologists have
immediate access to the
medications they need.

Mercy Pharmacy Director
Desmond Waters, R.Ph,
MBA, calls it the “most cost-
effective and safest solution.
Tying this platform with our
centralized pharmacy system
throughout the hospital is
part of our continued
commitment to reduce medication errors.” A
go-live date of March 2013 is anticipated.

The automated anesthesia cart will
monitor and control the dispensing of
medications, narcotics and supplies during
surgical procedures in all of Mercy’s 13 OR
suites, including one in the Birthplace, two
cysto rooms, two in the Eye Center and one in
a centralized clean room. It complements
Mercy’s bar-coding medication system, Bar
Medication Verification/Electronic Medication

www.mercycare.org

“It's a fail-

safe system.”

Dr. Christopher Walsh,
Anesthesia Medical
Director at Mercy

Administration Record,
implemented in 2009 to
enhance safety and quality
with drugs with color- and bar-
coded patient wristbands and
electronic medication scanning
and tracking.

More recently, Mercy’s
Hall-Perrine Cancer Center
became the first and only
cancer center in the U.S. to
compound and dispense ready-
to-administer IV
chemotherapy medications with a new robotic
system. All of these technological advances are
part of The Mercy Touch® to ensure the
medication patients receive is safer, more
accurate and more cost-effective.

Dr. Christopher Walsh, with Linn County
Anesthesiologists and Anesthesia Medical
Director at Mercy, appreciates that
anesthesiologists will have support staff
available in the operating suite, rather than
behind-the-scenes readying medications. He

says, “With the new
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safe system. This level of consist .

and accuracy ensures the best possible

care for our surgical patients.’
Desmond agrees, “This is the best

possible solution for patients and for our

hospital. Kudos to the physician group of

Linn County Anesthesiologists for supporting

Mercy’s transition to what is becoming the

standard of practice for pharmacies and
anesthesiology practices. We have a great
group of anesthesiologists who are amazing at
what they do, and it is important for us to
support their efforts to be more efficient and
to minimize errors.”

Drﬁsiopher Walsh (right), with Linn County Anesthesiologists and
Anesthesia Medical Director at Mercy, applauds the improved consistency
and accuracy of wuutomuied anesthesia in Mercy's surgery suites.
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