
I hope your summer was as wonderful as mine, filled with cookouts, campfires, long walks, swimming, 
weekend trips, and much more! 

Auxiliary takes a break during the summer months, but along with my co-leader, Joyce Klimes, and 
Auxiliary and Event Assistant, Gretchen Paricka, we have been busy planning our upcoming year events.  
I am excited to share with you some of them and invite you to join us. 

Our first gathering will be September 15 at 9:30 a.m. in the HPCC Community Rooms for a social and 
board meeting to follow. Dr Tim Quinn and the new Mercy Foundation President, Lydia Brown, will speak. We plan to 
have similar ones like this in December and May but more information will come. 

Mark your calendars for our annual Mistletoe Market scheduled for November 6, 2025 and Spring Bazaar April 16, 2026. 
As always, we are grateful for your continued support, whether it be in person, through generous donations, or heartfelt 
prayers. Auxiliary cannot function without you!
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Comment Corner —  

Back to Auxiliary Projects, Events, Fundraising
— Submitted by Molly Yacoub, 25-26 Co-Leader

Membership Form

You can help us grow the membership! Look through 
your contacts to see who might be interested in joining 

the auxiliary and give them this form to send in.

    	     Dates to Remember:

___Annual Individual: $25

___Annual Couple: $45

___Lifetime Individual: $150

___Lifetime Couple: $250

___Corporate: $250

Molly Yacoub

Welcome, Sarah, to  
Mercy Flowers and Gifts! 
Sarah Wick, our new Manager and Buyer for 
Mercy Flowers and Gifts is an Iowa native, born 
and raised in West Branch, where she started 
her retail career as a bridal assistant at Bobby’s 
Bridal Boutique. She later spent many years in 
the San Francisco Bay Area originally at Macy’s 
and later as an event manager and wedding 
consultant for a prominent Marin County 
caterer. After returning to Iowa, she continued in 
retail management with Younkers, Von Maur and 
most recently Dillard’s. Sarah also spent several 
years as the Director of the Museum Store at the 
National Czech and Slovak Museum and Library. 
She left the museum to assist Mary Kay McGrath 
in her passion project to revitalize Czech Village 
as the General Manager of Sweet Mercantile 
Soda Fountain and Candy Shop.

Sarah is excited to join Mercy Medical Center 
and to be a part of furthering Mercy’s mission. 

She loves to promote small and 
local businesses  
and is striving to bring in  
new vendors and products  
to strengthen the support of  
our community.

Board Meetings:                                                         
September 15, 2025
October 20, 2025
November 17, 2025
December 15, 2025

Spring Bazaar:
April 16, 2025

Be on the lookout for  
information about our  
upcoming socials:
October 2025
Dec 2025 

Mistletoe Market:
November 6, 2025 

Pink Pint Party - Raise a Glass for a Great Cause:  
Especially For Brew Launch Event
— Submitted by Gretchen Paricka, Auxiliary and Event Assistant 

Big Grove Brewery is proud to launch a limited-edition pink beer, Especially 
For Brew, in support of breast cancer awareness. Join us on Thursday, 

September 18 from 5:00–8:00 PM at Big Grove Brewery, 170 1st St 

SW, Cedar Rapids, IA, for a special evening featuring plated appetizers, 
live music by Mercy’s own Sugar & Spice, and a silent auction. Proceeds 
from every beer sold will benefit the EFY Fund, which provides breast and 
gynecological cancer screenings for local women in need. Don’t miss this 
chance to enjoy great food, music, and beer—while supporting a meaningful 
cause. Purchase tickets https://givebutter.com/c/MAagPL or call Gretchen 

at 319-398-6286 to order by phone. Let’s raise a glass and make a difference!

Scan to 
purchase tickets



2024-2025 Auxiliary funding
At its annual meeting  in May, Mercy Auxiliary presented a $320,000  check to Mercy 
Foundation.  This financial gift fully funds 22 requests from departments at Mercy. 
Auxiliary is pleased to share the following list of  recipients and the amounts they  
received, We want you  to know the significance of the needs you have helped us  
respond to for our community!

Birthplace- Sleep Sacs (Annual order)

Security & Environmental Safety			   Protective vests

Facilities Planning (HPCC)				    Outdoor Furniture – Garden area

Facilities Planning (10th Street entrance)		  Outdoor seating, trash & flower pots

Healing Center						     Artwork

Birthplace						      9  delivery carts

Rehab Services						      2 expanded width chair cushions

Rehab Services						      Bariatric Hoyer sling

EVS							       2 I-Mop XL floor scrubbers

Hematology/Oncology					     Infusion bay/curtains

Occupational Therapy					     Mobile Arm support

Pain Management					     Update to waiting area/hallway

Intensive Care Center					     Cortrak machine for ICU

Patient Placement					     Timeclock

Operating Room					     Pediatric hip spica table

Acute Inpatient Medical Unit				    5 Vital sign machines

Speech Therapy & Inpatient Rehab Unit		  Ampcare NMES device

Speech Therapy, Rehab Services, & Inpatient Rehab	 EMST devices

Speech Therapy					     Software

HPCC							       Furnishings/counseling space

Pediatric Clinic						     21 Vocera units

Hall Radiation Center					     2 Olympus flexible scopes

Fate’s Healing Heart Fund

Endowment for Heart Fund

 

Six Scholarships Awarded
— Submitted by Linda Kelly  - Chair of the Scholarship Committee

This year 10 applications were received from the Mount Mercy 
University nursing students.  Interviews were held in April 
and again the quality of these students makes the decision 
very difficult.  Six scholarships were given varying in amounts 
from $750-$1500.  The reason for the difference in amounts is 
due to the fact that students are no longer a strict Freshman, 
Sophomore, Junior, or Senior.  Most students are entering college 
with hours they gained by taking college level course work when 
they were in High School.  Mt. Mercy University also offers an 
accelerated program which allows students to graduate in less 
than 4 years.  

The students receiving the scholarships are:

Sarah Albaugh
Diana D’Almeida
Sadie Hanna
Einais Ibrahim
Michelline Igirimbabazi
Valentine Jarata

My thanks to the 2025 scholarship committee members:   
Leah Rae Highly, Chris Hoffman, Vicky Wieseler, Pat Wilson, 
and Molly Yacoub.  

All requests for Auxiliary 
funding are needed, such  
as the request for two XL 
Floor Scrubbers. Here’s  
one in operation! 

Join our EFY Team
— Submitted by Gretchen Paricka

Join Us in Supporting Especially for You 
(EFY)!

The Auxiliary is excited to sponsor a team 
in the Especially for You Race on Sunday, 
October 5, 2025!

Race Day: Sunday, October 5, 2025

Registration Cost: $32 if registered by 
September 1

Team Goal: We need at least 12 members  
to get our Auxiliary logo on the back of the 
race shirt!

Even if you can’t join the race in person, you 
can still sign up to support our team and the 
amazing EFY organization.

Why It Matters: 
The Especially for You Fund has provided 
over 14,000 individuals with access to nearly 
40,000 services, helping to ensure essential 
breast cancer screenings and related care are 
available to those in need.

Register online: https://runsignup.com/
RaceGroups/34374/Groups/1786846  
Or call Gretchen in the office for help 
registering.

Scan to register online:

Auxiliary funded projects this 
past year totaled $320,000.  
One such gift made possible 
beautiful outdoor furniture  
for the HPCC Schimberg 
Healing Garden.

13th Annual  
Mistletoe Market
Thursday, November 6, 2025
8:30 am — 4:30 pm
Mercy Medical Center
Free and open to the public


