2026 scholarships awarded

The Scholarship Committee met with 13 nursing
students from Mt. Mercy University in early
April. We awarded 7 scholarships — 4 were for
$1200 and 3 for $800 for a total of $7200 given

to very deserving students.

Each year we meet with the next generation of
nurses, their passion for a health-related field is
evident. Our decisions require discussion, careful
thought, and the feeling of “would I want this
person as my nurse”?

The students receiving scholarship monies
this year are:

Karly Cuzas Elizabeth Dorothy
Kristi Hill Kaleb McMurray
Georgie McDaniel Kalin Rotzoll

Jamie Roberts

A huge thank you to the committee members
that were able to join me and participate in the
interviews. They were: Leah Rae Highly, Chris
Hoffman, and Vicky Wieseler. Also, a big thank
you to Gretchen Paricka for her organization of
the applications and setting up the interview
times with the students.

Linda Kelly
Scholarship Chair

Kalin Rotzoll, Jamie Roberts, Kaleb McMurray,
Georgia McDaniel, Kristi Hill, Elizabeth Dorothy,
Karly Cugzas
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September 21:
Beginning of the year kickoff/brunch

December 1:
Christmas event/card making for local care centers

Mistletoe Market:
November 5, 2026

Spring Bazaar:
April, 15 2027

EFY — Join our EFY Team

Submitted by, Gretchen Paricka
Join Us in Supporting Especially for You (EFY)!

The Auxiliary is excited to sponsor a team in the Especially
for You Race on Sunday, October 5, 2025!

Race Day:
Sunday, October 4, 2026

Registration Cost:
$32 if registered by September 1

Team Goal:

We need at least 10 members to get our Auxiliary logo on
the back of the race shirt!

Even if you can’t join the race in person, you can still sign
up to support our team and the amazing EFY organization.

Why It Matters:

The Especially for You Fund has provided over 14,000
individuals with access to nearly 40,000 services, helping
to ensure essential breast cancer screenings and related care
are available to those in need.

Or call Gretchen in the office
(319) 398-6286 for help registering.

Comment Corner —

2025-2026 A Year to Celebrate for the Mercy Auxiliary

— Submitted by Joyce Klimes, Co-Leader

Tuesday, May 19, 2026, truly was a day to
CELEBRATE and that we did with our first
Blomin’ Brunch. time to share the fruits of
our labor over this past year. We celebrated
giving, sharing and hope.

Joyce Klimes The mission of the Auxiliary is to raise

funds to support special projects at Mercy
Medical Center that will enhance patient care. This
money was the effort of Mercy volunteers through vendor
sales, Uncommon Grounds, Mistletoe Market, Spring
Bazaar and the Mercy Flowers and Gifts. The Auxiliary
presented a check for $220 thousand that represented the
amount of money the Auxiliary made over this past year.
The partnership and support with the Foundation has
grown over this past this past year which has helped the
Auxiliary grow in communicating with the community. A
valued asset that we greatly appreciate.

With this money 32 projects were either fully or partially
funded for Mercy hospital departments and outlying
clinics. Along with this gift, the Auxiliary also gave

7 scholarships (3 partial and 4 full) to Mount Mercy
University students majoring in the health care field.

Motivation, Enthusiasm, Results, Compassion and
Yearning are the words that best represent the Auxiliary
volunteers — and by the way — that spells MERCY.

Continued on page 2
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Brunch blooms with feast,
information, and festivity

Mercy Auxiliary’s Bloomin’ Brunch Celebration
was highly informative, festive and fun, and treated
invitees to an indulgent feast! Auxiliary members
and hospital volunteers and friends were invited,
with some 50 present.

The program was “Thriving After Cancer-
Closing the Gap” with Traci Ridgeway and Alissa
McEowen of Hall Perrine Cancer Center speaking
about Cancer Survivorship. Their program
included financial concerns, dealing with loss of
control, fear of renewing illness, mental issues,
physical activity, and dietary changes. Survivorship
affects the cancer patient as well as family and
friends, they reminded us. Look for the speakers
providing an expanded and factual presentation of
this subject in News to You this fall.

Announcement of the 2026 funded projects
occurred, with some $220 thousand given to
the Foundation.

Look for a repeat of Bloomin’ Brunch next spring,
according to Joyce Klimes and Molly Yacoub,
Auxiliary co-leaders.

By Pat Martin
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Auxiliary board members and
officers, group from left...
Pat Wilson, Linda Kelly,
Carol Woods-Boren, Molly
Yacoub, Donna Hobson,
Gretchen Paricka, Joyce
Klimes, Chris Hoffman,
Ginny Ekwell, Diane
Graham, Leah Rae Highly.
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The following is a list of the services or products Auxiliary funding provides.

Core Laboratory

Emergency Department

Physical Therapy

Acute Inpatient Medical
Occupational Health

Inpatient Physical Therapy
Organizational Development
Hematology/Oncology
Occupational Therapy

MercyCare Marion Family Practice
Hall Radiation Center

Pulmonary Medicine Center
Endoscopy

Digestive Health Center/Endoscopy
Environmental Services

Medical Cancer

Finance

Occupational Therapy

Mercy Pulmonology Clinic
MercyCare Mount Vernon
MercyCare Tama

MercyCare North Liberty
MercyCare North Liberty
Volunteer Services

NICU

Speech Therapy

Plastic Surgery & Gynecology Oncology
Inpatient Behavioral

MercyCare Edgewood

MercyCare Johnson Avenue
MercyCare Johnson Avenue Clinic
Annual Birthplace Gift for Sleep Sacks

Platelet Incubator/Agitator

GlideScope

Weight Stack Gym

5 Vital Sign Machines

Intoximeter

Flo Jac

Simulation Support Accessories

24 Exam Room Visitor Chairs
LymphScanner Device/LymphaTouch Pro
Stryker Over Head Procedure/exam lamp

17 guest chairs in exam rooms

6 Vital Sign Machined/Stands

21 ergonomic, Height-adjustable Wall Mount Workstations
3 Procedure Beds

Nilfisk 19AE Flood sucker vacuum

Repaint and refresh 10 patient rooms

5 Adaptive Desks

Pediatric OT Equipment and standardized testing tools
6 Bariatric and 18 Regular Capacity Exam Room Chairs
Vaccine Fridge Unit

6 Waiting room Chairs

Desk for Provider Workspace

3-4 high-capacity, maneuverable wheelchairs
5 Stryker wheelchairs

Battery for the Giraffe Neonatal Transporter
3 iPads and Therapy Applications

2-4 vital Sign Monitors With Thermometers
Health Safety Padding

Water Bottle Filling Station

Water Bottle Filling Station

Bariatric Wheelchair

Spring Bazaar shines with appeal, profit

Under bright skies on a beautiful April spring day, this year’s Mercy Auxiliary Spring

Bazaar once again successfully showed its enduring value and appeal. Thanks to

the dedication and hard work of so many, this cherished annual Spring fundraiser

generated approximately $17 thousand. These funds will fulfill multiple Mercy wish

lists for items that will enhance patient care.

Over 1,000 guests—from hospital employees and visitors to our loyal members of the

wider community—enjoyed shopping from a vibrant array of offerings. Top notch

regional vendors showcased lowa-based goods appealing to a wide variety of audiences.

The ever-popular raffle for generous prizes from community donors once

again generated high participation. Multiple winners will be announced in an

upcoming newsletter. The Mercy Auxiliary extends its deep appreciation to all

who purchased raffle tickets.

The Mercy Auxiliary extends heartfelt thanks to our shoppers, sponsors, raffle prize

donors, volunteers, and Mercy Medical Center staff. Your generosity and support made

this year’s Spring Bazaar another resounding success!

By Clari Cejka

Special thanks to our Sponsors and individuals that generously support our event:

Purple Tulip Sponsor ($1,000 and up)
The Views of Marion

Red Tulip Sponsors ($500-$999)
Build To Suit

Joy Kuntz

The Gardens

Waln Enterprises

Yellow Tulp Sponsors ($250-$499)
Hallmar Village

Koppenhaver & Associates, PC

The Little Red Hen

Travel Leaders/Destinations Unlimited

Raffle Prize Donors:
Airport National
Art-Don Dixon

Big Grove Brewery
Blind Pig

Carlos O’Kelly ‘s

Cedar Rapids Bowing Center
Cedar Rapids Kernels
Culver’s Garden Center
Dairy Queen

Daisy

Emil’s Hideaway
Frontier Garden

Irish Democrat
Leonardo’s

Lowes

Mercy Women’s Center

My Chiro

Nelson’s Meat Market

PGA Golf Booklet

Red Cross

Roscoe’s Pizza

Salsa Guy Cafe

Scott’s Restaurant v
Spinal Taproom !
Twin Pines \ |‘
Uncommon Grounds o '

Vernon Bar and Grill

o]
© \
Villa’s Patio

——

West End Diner ™

Whiskey River
Your Pie (pizza)
Zeppelins

Please take the time to thank these businesses and
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individuals for their generous support. AND also those

that made monetary donations. Without the vendors,

sponsors, raffle, prize donors and YOU our amazing

volunteers — the Mercy Auxiliary could not fund the

many special projects at Mercy Medical Center that

enhances patient care.

—————o

Vendor Sales
Upcoming
July 1

Tammi’s Cookies

August 11-12:
Midwest Books

September 29-30:

Nutman

Mercy staff and friends
really look forward

to Vendor Sales, and

in the past year these
sales contributed some
$3175. for the Auxiliary
financial gifts to the
Foundation.

Ginny Ekwell and Chris
Hoffman head this

special project, and they
welcome suggestions for

Vendor Sales.

Submitted by
Chris Hoffman
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