
On November 14, 2025, Mercy concluded  
a yearlong celebration in honor of its  
125th anniversary.  The first Mercy Hospital 
opened on November 14, 1900 and the entire 
workforce was 4 Sisters of Mercy.  Sister Mary 
Aquinas Leiser served as the superintendent, 
Sister Mary Philomena Morton and Sister 
Mary Euphrasia Grimes were the two  

nurses, and Sister Mary Clement Kiely was both cook  
and housekeeper. 

That first hospital was actually a family home that the Sisters 
raised money to have converted into a 15-bed hospital.  The 
Sisters bought the house in 1893 for $4500 and rented it out 
for several years while the plans for the hospital continued 
to unfold.  One estimate of the total cost of remodeling the 
home into a 15-bed hospital was $8000.  It might not sound 
like a lot of money but for a group of Sisters whose only 
income was the meager salaries they were paid to teach in 
the Catholic Schools and by giving piano lessons, it was a 
staggering amount.   

A brief description of the first hospital was: “The hospital’s 
beginnings were humble:  Downstairs were a four-bed ward 
for men, two private rooms, a reception room, and living 
quarters for the four Sisters; upstairs were a five-bed ward for 
women, a surgery, a supply room, and two areas that could be 
used as private rooms, bringing the total number of beds to 
fifteen.”.

An article in the Gazette stated: “The plans for this hospital 
were considered many months ago, but the Sisters have 
had hard up-hill work to raise the large amount of money 
necessary to carry out their undertaking.”  Thankfully for 
all of us, those early Sisters were successful in raising the 
necessary money to make Mercy Hospital a reality in 1900.

In a book written to celebrate the first 75 years of the Sisters 
of Mercy in Cedar Rapids, there is a very apt description of 
how the early days really were:  “We are told that surgery 
cases assigned to first floor had to be carried through a narrow 

hall and up the front stairs to the operating room on some 
sort of portable slab….  The space at the foot of the stairs 
was too small to warrant even a short turn, so the bend was 
made by taking the patient part way out the front door; 
then, by reversing the direction of the carrier, the transfer 
of the patient up the stairs could be completed. In returning 
the sick person to his room the process naturally had to 
be repeated in the opposite direction.  In the trip up and 
down those precipitous stairs let it be hoped that attendants 
distinguished carefully between heads and toes.”

The first patient at Mercy was admitted for cataract surgery 
and stayed in the hospital for 16 days.  From its opening 
in mid-November to the end of December that year, 24 
inpatients were admitted to the hospital—14 women and 
10 men.  Those 24 patients accounted for 230 hospital days.  
They also listed occupations: cook, housewife, merchant, 
team driver, and housemaid; also, peddler, bartender, 
machinist, railroad man, jeweler, and even a “showman”  
from St. Louis.

The first lay employee was hired on November 30, 1900, 
as a cook and was paid $3 a week.  Five months later, in 
April 1901, a nursing student was hired to help with the 
cleaning for $2 a week and a few months later she received 
a $1 increase in pay.  When speaking about salaries, I would 
be remiss if I didn’t mention that it wasn’t until 1956 that 
the Sisters started to receive salaries.  Prior to that time, all 
monies that came in were used to benefit the hospital.

Although we had humble beginnings, we know those humble 
beginnings put us on very sure footings so that we were able 
to celebrate 125 years of dedicated service in 2025.
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Mercy’s 125-year history began in meager, yet determined, conditions
— Submitted Sr. Susan O’Connor, RSM Legacy Liaison to CEO

Membership Form

You can help us grow the membership! Look through 
your contacts to see who might be interested in joining 

the auxiliary and give them this form to send in.

    	     Dates to Remember:

___Annual Individual: $25

___Annual Couple: $45

___Lifetime Individual: $150

___Lifetime Couple: $250

___Corporate: $250

Sr. Susan 
O’Connor

Feb 16 – Board Meeting

Mar 16 – Board Meeting

April 16 – Spring Bazaar

April 20 – Board Meeting

See you at the 
Spring Bazaar on 

Thursday, 
April 16,2026



for the event—securing vendors and donors, organizing logistics, coordinating raffle 
sales, contributing homemade baked goods, and volunteering in both the coffee shop 
and the gift shop on market day. Student volunteers also provided much-appreciated 
support with many tasks. 

The Mercy Auxiliary extends its deepest gratitude to the invaluable support staff 
of Mercy Medical Center, including teams from Environmental Services, Security, 
Catering, Marketing, and the Print Shop—with special recognition to Claude Howard, 
Wade Shelton, Justin Anderson, Karen VanderSanden, Gretchen Paricka, Grant 
Carter, Lisa Sparrow, Mark Wehr, Erin Fay, Jino Montgomery, Erka Blubaugh, 
Amanda Helle, Joyce Klimes and Molly Yacoub—whose expertise and behind-the-
scenes efforts ensured the Market ran smoothly. 

Together, this community created a warm and festive beginning to the holiday season 
while helping advance compassionate care for patients. The 2025 Mistletoe Market 
stands as a testament to generosity, teamwork, and the enduring spirit of Mercy. 

A special heartfelt thank you to our amazing community partners  
who sponsored and donated raffle items to the Mistletoe Market 

Student Art highlights youthful creativity
 Student Art Wall provides year-round pizzazz to the walk between the 10th Street Lobby 
and Lundy Pavilion. Hospital guests and staff enjoy this delightfully creative and colorful 
Auxiliary project, headed by Leah Rae Highly and Diane Graham.

2026 Student Art Wall Schedule

January - Harding Middle School
February - Linn-Mar H.S.
March - Van Buren Elementary
April - Prairie View Elementary
May - Kennedy H.S.
June - Collins Aerospace Daycare Academy
July - Kids Point Childcare

August - Caring Corner  
    Christian Daycare
September - Hiawatha KinderCare
October - Trinity Lutheran 
November - Washington H. S.
December - Kenwood Learning  
    Academy Elementary

A Joyful Start to the Season: 2025 Mistletoe Market Success 
— By Clari Cejka

This year’s 2025 Mistletoe Market, held on November 6, once again ushered in the 
holiday season with gratitude, generosity, and joyful community spirit. Thanks to the 
remarkable support of shoppers, vendors, sponsors, and volunteers, the event raised 
approximately $23,000 to fund special projects that enhance patient care at Mercy  
Medical Center. 

A full house of exceptional regional vendors continued the tradition of making the Mistletoe 
Market one of the most vibrant and well-attended Christmas markets of the season. In 
addition to vendor sales, community supporters contributed to eight beautifully curated raffle 
baskets, each valued at $550. 

Shoppers enjoyed a festive atmosphere as they moved through decorated exhibit areas, sipped 
coffee from Uncommon Grounds, sampled homemade baked goods and snacks from the 
bazaar, and visited the newly remodeled Mercy Flowers & Gifts shop. Vendors reported brisk 
sales as attendees embraced the spirit of the season. 

The success of the Mistletoe Market is rooted in the dedication of countless individuals who 
care deeply about its mission. Members of the Mercy Auxiliary devoted months to preparing 

Sponsors:
Stewart Baxter Funeral  
    & Memorial Services
Teahen Funeral Home
Gary and Cathy Rozek
Pat and Sandi Cobb
Ryan Companies
Joy D Kuntz
Mary Angela Baker
Cedar Memorial 
Murdoch Funeral Home
Heartland Bank
Raffle Prize Donations:
Sweet Cheesecake
Sea Love
Cruz’s Café
Cedar Ridge Distillery
Contempo Hair Studio
Giving Tree Theater
The Class Act Restaurant
Mercy Flowers and Gifts
Refined Living
Purple Wagon
Molly Nietert Photography
Pedaler’s Fork 
Jersey Mike’s Subs
Quiznos

Kathy’s Pies
The Sanctuary Spa
Edith Lucielle’s Bait Shack & Wing Depot
The Map Room
HOT WORX
Starbucks
Panera Bread of Iowa
Great Harvest Bread Company
Home Depot
Lindale Neighborhood Pub
Tammi’s Cookies
Siebke Hoyt Jewelers
Uncommon Grounds Mercy
Spare Time
Marie’s Jewelry & Accessories


