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Yvonne Aubrey, 43,
Urbana, is the picture
of good health.

She teaches Jazzercise two days a week, bikes
from Urbana to work in downtown Cedar Rapids
and has biked in RAGBRAI for the past 10 years.

But, Yvonne is part of the 41 percent of
Americans trying to lose weight.

“I’ve tried all kinds of diets, but nothing
seemed to work right for me or my lifestyle,” says
Yvonne.

Last January, while searching for an activity
she could do while her bike was stored for winter,
Yvonne discovered Mercy Fitness Center’s Active
Metabolic Training™ – the only program of its
kind in the area. Yvonne worked with Mercy
health and fitness coordinators to understand
how she could work her body smarter, not
harder.

“The initial testing determines your resting
metabolic rate, the total calories burned at rest,
and your active metabolic rate, which involves
10 to 20 minutes of exercise on your choice of
equipment. This provides an understanding of
the threshold where you stop burning fat and at
what heart rate you burn fat most efficiently,”
explains Kathy Keane, Manager, Fitness Center.

“People burn calories at different rates. It takes
the guesswork out of how many calories your
body needs and utilizes.”

“I felt like Hannibal Lecter with the mask
on,” jokes Yvonne. “But it wasn’t uncomfortable,
and gave me what I needed – a baseline to
understand how I could burn calories more
effectively, and I felt it was reflective of my
personal health.”

“This is an excellent program and
opportunity for individuals. It’s forward thinking
and scientifically makes sense, and it’s a good tool
for preventing diabetes, hypertension and other
health issues,” says Dr. Carla Schulz, Family
Medicine Specialists, PC. “This is a great
investment in your health care – it’s lifetime tools
for healthy habits and change.”

Yvonne took the information she received
and put it to work. During testing, Yvonne

discovered she was actually exercising at a harder
level than she needed to, and added walking to
her daily routine. She also realized that she was
taking in less calories than her body actually
needed.

“Before, I was minimizing calories and food;
I didn’t think of it in respect to balance, and I’m
better able to maintain now. I still enjoy eating,
but now it’s more along the lines of, ‘What do I
need to do to move forward’,” says Yvonne.

At her eight-week reevaluation, Yvonne had
lost 15 pounds and has seen improvement in her
aerobic threshold and the fat burning at the
beginning of her workouts. But, she is quick to
stress that it is not a “quick fix.”

“It takes a lot of discipline to keep track of
your heart rate, calories and exercise, but you
might be surprised to find that you don’t have to
work your body as hard as you think,” expresses
Yvonne. “This is not a ‘one size fits all approach.’
Now I know my number, and it makes a
difference. It’s not arbitrary; it is based on my
body. This is a change that will stick with me for
life.”

For more information on Active Metabolic
Training™ or to make an appointment with a
Mercy Health and Fitness Coordinator, please
call (319) 221-8877, or visit www.mercycare.org.
Insurance does not cover Active Metabolic
Training.

REVOLUTIONARY

Mercy Regional Cancer Center and Mercy
Women’s Center are two dynamic forces that have
taken an enterprising step together toward
revolutionizing the concept of breast cancer care
with the Multidisciplinary Breast Cancer Clinic.

In fact, this clinic serves as the prototype for
the future of all other types of cancer care
provided at Mercy Regional Cancer Center.

Comprised of a team of cancer specialists,
including surgeons, radiation oncologists and
medical oncologists, the breast cancer care team
offers a comprehensive approach to provide
women newly diagnosed with breast cancer the
kind of care they deserve: seamless, coordinated,
convenient, personalized, supportive and
evidence-based.

Piloted in June 2007, results already prove
this cohesive approach has shortened the time
from diagnosis to treatment. Significant benefits
include:
• One point of contact. A breast health

specialist acts as a liaison between the
patient and the entire health-care team,
providing support and education from
diagnosis through treatment – reducing
anxiety, confusion and fear.

• One appointment with multiple specialists.
Patients meet with a surgeon, a radiation
oncologist and a medical oncologist during
this appointment, and leave with a treatment
plan for consideration.
Dr. Jeff Nielsen, Dr. James Renz, Dr. Janet

Merfeld, Dr. Abby Thrower and Dr. Rasa
Buntinas are regular participants in the
Multidisciplinary Breast Cancer Clinic.
Additional referrals such as MRI exams, breast
reconstruction consults, or genetic
counseling also can be arranged. Family support
is always welcome. Copies of all consultations
are sent to the patient’s health-care provider’s
office for follow-up.

Patients virtually have an entire “dream
team” of health professionals at their sides
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taking a multidisciplinary approach. In the case
of the breast care clinic, Breast Health Specialists
always are available to provide information on
benign breast conditions, as well as guidance for
women navigating the breast cancer experience
from diagnosis through treatment.

In the future, cancer navigators at the Mercy
Regional Cancer Center also will act as liaisons
for other cancers, such as lung, prostate and
colorectal, in order to ease concerns, clarify
options and offer resources for each patient
undergoing tests and treatment. Cancer
navigators are backed by a strong professional
network of support and compassionate care.

For more information, please contact the
Multidisciplinary Breast Cancer Clinic at
(319) 398-6821.

“Our patients
have given us
such positive

feedback.
They get all

of their
questions
answered

quickly and
know their
doctors are

working
together to
provide the
best care.”
Dr. Janet Merfeld
Medical Director

Hall Radiation Center
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