
It has been three months since I began my position as President of the Mercy Medical Center Foundation, 
and I love my job! This is not to say the job is easy, but the joy of coming into a role where you know your 
team makes a positive difference is truly rewarding. I have been amazed at the work of the providers, staff 
and volunteers at Mercy. The level of excellence is unparalleled. Being a part of this team and witnessing 
the commitment to the mission of the Sisters of Mercy and everything that Catherine McAuley started  
is so inspiring. 

This is especially top of mind for me as I see all the ways that Mercy is recognizing and celebrating its 125th anniversary 
this year. It’s truly an awesome time to be at Mercy. We have an incredible legacy to build upon. I’m honored to be a  
part of the exciting work ahead and the role that philanthropy will play in sustaining our mission for years to come.  
The Auxiliary is a valued partner in philanthropy at Mercy, and an important part of both our history and our future. 

I’ve had the pleasure of meeting several Auxiliary members, and I look forward to connecting with many more of you in 
the coming months through meetings and events. I can’t believe the Mistletoe Market is just around the corner now! 
The Auxiliary leadership under Molly and Joyce is in stellar hands and I know great things will continue to happen. We 
are also so fortunate to have Gretchen as a part of our Foundation team supporting and working alongside the Auxiliary. 

I see how the Auxiliary makes a difference at Mercy every day in the lives of our patients and staff and I am so grateful  
for all the work you do to make Mercy the very special place it is – thank you!
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Comment Corner —  

Mercy 125 Years Slates Volunteers, Philanthropy
— Submitted by Lydia Brown President, Mercy Foundation

Membership Form

You can help us grow the membership! Look through 
your contacts to see who might be interested in joining 

the auxiliary and give them this form to send in.

    	     Dates to Remember:

___Annual Individual: $25

___Annual Couple: $45

___Lifetime Individual: $150

___Lifetime Couple: $250

___Corporate: $250

Lydia Brown

Board Meetings:                                                         
October 20, 2025
November 17, 2025
December 15, 2025

Spring Bazaar:
April 16, 2025

Be on the lookout for  
information about our  
upcoming socials:
October 2025
Dec 2025 

Mistletoe Market:
November 6, 2025 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND JOIN THE FUN!!!!
Thursday, December 4, 2025

Mercy Medical Center Hallagan center

11:00 a.m.

Enjoy special entertainment and then put your creative mind to work in creating  
Valentines for local senior living centers.

Light refreshments will be served.  

This is open to all.

More information will be coming to you soon.

Nov. 6-Mistletoe Market
It’s that time of the year!

You know Mistletoe Market is near.

Thursday, November 6, is the date
I bet you and your friends cannot wait.

For the vendors await
To show you what new items they create.

Of course, a cup of coffee or two
Are just waiting for you.

There’s the newly re-modeled gift shop
With holiday items that are over the top!

Don’t miss your raffle prize chance
If you win – you might even dance!

Now who can pass up bake sale treats
Oh – these homemade items can’t be beat!

Overall – the Mistletoe Market is a hit you don’t want to miss
And after shopping – find time to sit with a friend to reminisce!

Because after all:
It‘s that time of the year

You know Mistletoe Market date is near.



Carol’s sewing embellishes  
Mistletoe Market popular raffle
— Submitted by Pat Martin

Carol Brandt’s sewing has enhanced Mistletoe Market for the last 6 years. She has been a 
vendor and now make the decorative bags for the Around the Town gift cards and prizes.

The former Family Consumer Science teacher at Alburnett, for 34 years, came to Cedar 
Rapids for her husband’s career. Now a widow, Carol has two adult sons living out of state. 
She has been a Mercy volunteer barista in the 
coffee shop for 10 years and thoroughly enjoys 
both co-workers and shop patrons!

Carol started sewing in high school and 
majored in home economics  at Iowa State 
University. In her teens, she began sewing  
for friends, then friends of friends, and even  
got into bridal wear and alterations. Now she 
sews for ETSY.

Her “sewing room” when raising their family 
was a portable machine at the kitchen table. 
Now, her lower level condo features an 
entire floor with three sewing machines, an 
embroidery machine, and a serger. 

Thanks, Carol, for your talent and enthusiasm!

US Mail or Email?
We want to keep each of you updated and informed about what is happening with the 
Auxiliary.  And in order to do that..we want to know what is your preferred way of 
receiving this information……US Mail or email?

With many of you getting ready to head south for the winter, we felt this was a good time 
to get your input.

If you would prefer getting your Auxiliary information (newsletters, announcements, 
etc,) via email, please send this information to Gretchen Paricka gparicka@mercycare.org

We would much rather have you receiving this information rather than having it returned 
to the office.

If you still want to hear about the Auxiliary via US Mail..you do not need to respond to 
this article.

Bakers needed!
The Mistletoe Market sponsored by the Mercy Auxiliary is quickly approaching, the 
date is November 6th.  The location for the Bake Sale will once again return to the 
Library/Caregivers area. 

We need donated baked goods for the Bake Sale portion of the Market.  We would 
appreciate your help.  A few suggestions:

• nothing that requires refrigeration

• have your items in disposable containers

• baked goods will be packaged and priced for you

• �items can be dropped off at Mercy from 2-5 on Wednesday afternoon, the 5th,  
in the horseshoe drive in the 10th St. entrance.  There will be volunteers there  
to accept your donation.

Thank you in advance!

(not a baker--cash donations are also accepted)

Questions – please contact Linda Kelly by email at – hawkeyelinda52@gmail.com

News   to 
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Flowers and Gifts will add delightfully 
festive gifts to your Mistletoe Market 
shopping adventures. 

Raffle Ticket Sales
November 3,4,&5 8:30-10:30 
10th Street Lobby and  
11:00-1:00 in the hallway

The day of the Mistletoe Market


