
Every day within the Women and Children 
Service Line at Mercy Medical Center, we 
witness moments that change lives forever. 
From the first cries of a newborn to the 
quiet strength of families navigating difficult 
times. Our teams in Inpatient Pediatrics, 
the NICU, and the Birthplace are honored 

to walk alongside families during some of their most 
meaningful moments. With approximately 650 deliveries 
each year, no two stories are ever the same.

This past year alone, we welcomed our tiniest little fighter 
weighing just 2 pounds, 6.45 ounces, and our biggest 
bundle of joy at 10 pounds, 11.1 ounces. No matter the 
size, circumstance, or journey, each family is met with 
the same dedication, compassion, and expert care. That 
commitment is reflected in being named by U.S. News as 
Best Maternity Care hospital for three consecutive years.  
A recognition that belongs to our entire care team and to 
those who support us so generously behind the scenes.

The Auxiliary is one of those extraordinary sources 
of support. Their impact is far beyond financial 
contributions. The Auxiliary touches every family and 
every caregiver in ways that truly matter.

One of the most meaningful gifts they provide is the 
annual donation of sleep sacks for every baby born at 
Mercy Medical Center. These sleep sacks are more 
than a keepsake; they represent our promise to families 
to promote safe sleep practices and help protect their 
newborns at home. Knowing that the Auxiliary ensures 
every family leaves with this resource is a powerful 
reminder of their commitment to our babies’ safety  
and well-being.

Through the Auxiliary’s generosity, our units have also 
been able to remain equipped with the tools needed to 
deliver the highest level of care. Their grant funding  
made it possible to purchase new newborn bassinets  
that help reduce infection risks while allowing easier 

access for mothers; especially those recovering from 
challenging deliveries. Thoughtful improvements make 
a real difference in comfort, safety, and dignity for both 
moms and babies.

They have also supported the purchase of delivery 
carts that enhance safety and efficiency during vaginal 
deliveries. These carts create a sterile workspace for 
providers while giving nurses immediate access to critical 
supplies. In moments where every second matters, these 
carts help our teams focus fully on what matters most, 
welcoming babies safely into the world.

Yet perhaps one of the most cherished gifts the Auxiliary 
gives is something harder to measure: kindness. Their 
coffee shop, warm greetings, and familiar smiles offer 
comfort and encouragement to staff on both the hardest 
and happiest days. No matter what kind of shift we are 
facing, we know we can step away with a great cup of 
coffee, a smile, and a renewed sense of support, ready to 
return to our patients with full hearts.

The Auxiliary Department is more than a supporter;  
they are part of our Mercy family. They care deeply for  
our patients, our families, and our staff, and their 
generosity helps make exceptional care possible every 
single day. We are profoundly grateful for their unwavering 
support and the love they pour into the Women and 
Children Service Line.
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Comment Corner —  

Auxiliary demonstrates heart for women and children
— Submitted by Emily Ludovissy, Director of Women and Children Services

Membership Form

You can help us grow the membership! Look through 
your contacts to see who might be interested in joining 

the auxiliary and give them this form to send in.

    	     Dates to Remember:

___Annual Individual: $25

___Annual Couple: $45

___Lifetime Individual: $150

___Lifetime Couple: $250

___Corporate: $250

Emily Ludovissy

Mar 16 – Board Meeting

April 16 – Spring Bazaar              

April 20 – Board Meeting

May 19 – Annual Meeting

See you at the 
Spring Bazaar on 

Thursday, 
April 16, 2026



Uncommon Grounds:  
Auxiliary project for hospital funding and fun
— Submitted by Linda Kelly and Pat Martin

In June 2003, Coffee Cart was stationed in the Lundy Pavilion. There were  
two pots for regular and decaf and an expresso machine. A profit of $35 a day  
was the general rule.

In 2008, Mercy Auxiliary moved Coffee Cart to its present space on the hospital’s 
first level near the 10th Street Entrance. The cart became Uncommon Grounds. 
There was a $30,000 jump in earnings during the first year of operation at this 
location. Now, on a yearly average, Uncommon Grounds reaps $60,000, and every 
nickel of profit is directed to the Mercy Auxiliary.

The “coffee corner” has a two-fold mission: to make financial profits for Mercy for 
equipment and program needs and to provide a refreshment and social haven for 
customers. Now in its 23rd year in the business of coffee, the14 baristas and their 
loyal customers say one cannot buy happiness, but you can buy coffee at Uncommon 
Grounds, and that’s pretty close!

These volunteers serve a delicious cup of brewed coffee, a latte, or a frosty with a 
greeting and smile. The shop is open Monday-Thursday from 7-ll a.m. Two baristas  
open the shop at 6:15 a.m. and prepare for customers, and a third volunteer arrives at 
8 a.m. to help with the busy morning. During Nurses’ Week the shop opens one night 
from 9-11 p.m. as a treat for night shift.

Most of our customers are staff, with visitors and volunteers helping with profits. We are 
recognized for our service when Mercy staff members say “You look familiar” whenever 
we see them outside the shop, says Linda Kelly, Uncommon Grounds manager.

Training occurs over several weeks, until baristas are comfortable, and all recipes are 
readily available, according to Linda.

“We always encourage and need new baristas for our team,” Linda said.

Shop, Celebrate Spring Bazaar April 16
— Submitted by Clari Cejka

Mark your calendars for the Mercy Auxiliary Spring Bazaar, happening Thursday, 
April 16, 2026, at Mercy Medical Center, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. This much-
anticipated event is the perfect way to celebrate the arrival of spring while supporting 
a great cause.

Browse and enjoy nearly 40 vendors showcasing local handicrafts and seasonal 
favorites, including flower and vegetable plants and beautiful hanging baskets from 
Kroul Farms. Take a break to enjoy coffee specials from Uncommon Grounds and be 
sure to stop by the always-inviting Mercy Flowers and Gifts shop, freshly stocked with 
springtime treasures.

Continuing a valued tradition, the Bazaar will feature five raffle baskets, each  
valued at $500. These thoughtfully curated baskets include a variety of gift cards and 

specialty items generously donated by local businesses—a wonderful chance to 
win while giving back.

Proceeds from the Mercy Auxiliary Spring Bazaar directly benefit patient care 
and support Mercy staff in their vital work. Thanks to the continued success of 
its seasonal bazaars, the Mercy Auxiliary has contributed more than $6 million 
to Mercy Medical Center over the past 70 years.

Help us continue this proud tradition—join us on April 16 to shop, connect, 
and welcome spring at Mercy!

Uncommon Grounds Needs Volunteers, STAT
 
Calling all energetic, enthusiastic go-getters: Join the Uncommon Grounds brew crew!

If  you can withstand light, physical tasks and enjoy learning new things, serving coffee 
for a cause is a perfect, flexible volunteer opportunity. You’ll meet great people, form 
new friendships and, because each beverage sold helps support the mission of  Mercy, 
you’ll make a big difference every day!

Our volunteer application is online at www.mercycare.org/volunteer;  
indicate your interest in Uncommon Grounds.  
Questions? Call the Mercy Volunteer Office at (319) 398-6035.

From left, baristas Linda Kelly, 
Susan Covington, and Carol 
Woods-Boren.. All agree that 
getting up early in the morning 
is worthwhile when they see the 
smiles, relief, joy, or a moment 
of peace on customers’ faces. 

A Valentine Thank You —  Submitted by Chris Hoffman

Throughout the year, Mercy Auxiliary hosts fundraising events in support of patient care services at Mercy Medical Center.  The Spring Bazaar is one 
of those events.  To help us give back as a much as possible we seek sponsorships from local businesses.

Over the years we have been honored to have local Care Centers support our Spring Bazaar with their sponsorship.  Auxiliary members Joyce and 
Ginny thought it would be nice to find a way to show our thanks. They came up with the idea of handmade Valentines for the residents of those care 
centers. This our second year of making cards.

In December of 2025 we held a social to bring Auxiliary members, hospital staff and others together to start making the cards.  We enjoyed  
musical entertainment, treats and lots of creative card making!

This year we had requests for 885 Valentine cards—-up from 475 cards last year. The social event was attended by 30 people.  Auxiliary members, 
staff on their lunch break and even the children, their families and the adults who provided our entertainment helped make cards.  In January, we 
partnered with Great America to reach our goal.  Employees came over their lunch break to make cards.  We had 25 people who volunteered 18.5 
hours of their time.  We are so grateful for their help. A big thank you to Ginny’s granddaughter Brittany for helping us connect with Great America.

Our sincere appreciation to all the people who helped make cards!  Ginny put in countless hours getting all the supplies ready and made patriotic 
cards for the veterans.  Grant, in the print shop who got the cards ready for decorating.  Thank you to everyone who made cards at home, came to 
the social, Great America staff and Ginny’s Gems of Hope group who got us over the finish line! 900 handmade cards!

These Valentines were all handmade with love and appreciation for those who help support the Mercy Auxiliary mission.  Please consider joining us!


